
Soil becomes controlled waste if the holder of it discards it, or intends

to or is required to discard it. Soil may be discarded because it

presents a risk to the environment or current or new users of the land as a

result of contamination, or because it is surplus to requirements. It is essential

that the appropriate route for dealing with the waste soil is selected. This

information leaflet details the available routes and indicates factors to be

considered when assessing risks to the environment, including humans.
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Routes for dealing with waste soils

Where waste soil presents a risk to the environment and/or users of the land as a result of
contamination, then it should be either treated to address the risk, or taken to an
appropriately licensed waste management facility. A waste management licence will be
required where waste soils are treated on site (refer to the SEPA leaflet “Licensing the
Remediation of Contaminated Land”). Before taking waste soil to a licensed waste
management facility, verification should be obtained from the facility operator that their
licence permits that particular waste soil to be accepted. If acceptance of the waste soil is
not permitted, then the person who wishes to discard the soil should seek an alternative
licensed waste management facility or the facility operator may choose to contact SEPA for
a modification to their licence. 

In circumstances where the soil is surplus to requirements, and it does not present a risk to
the environment and/or users of the land, the soil may be reused for an activity which is
registered as exempt from waste management licensing. Waste soil reused under exemption
must meet the requirements of Schedule 4 of the Waste Management Licensing Regulations
1994 as amended, in that it should be:

“disposed of without endangering human health and without using
processes or methods which could harm the environment and
in particular without:

◆ risk to water, air, soil, plants or animals; or
◆ causing nuisance through noise or odours; or
◆ adversely affecting the countryside or places of special interest”

It should be noted that waste soil removed as part of a risk management strategy carried
out in connection with a planning condition or in relation to Part IIA of the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 is unlikely to be suitable for reuse under exemption. 

An overview of the decision making process is present in the following flowchart.

Assessing risks associated with waste soils

It is not possible to make general statements about what does and what does not present a
risk. Risks are not solely related to contamination and due attention should be given to
ensuring that reuse under exemption does not cause water logging, soil compaction or
deprive existing vegetation of conditions for growth. When considering contaminated soil,
it can be generally assumed that the ambient background concentrations of chemicals in
soil present a negligible risk. Soils associated with contaminative uses are likely to present a
risk. The risk associated with any chemical concentration elevated above background
concentrations should always be assessed to ensure that the objectives of Schedule 4 are
met. Any risk assessment criteria used should be appropriate to the circumstances under
consideration: ICRCL values are unlikely to be appropriate, particularly when considering
risks to water. Typical indicators of a potential risk to key receptors are detailed below:

Water

◆ Close proximity to surface water and groundwater
◆ Potential for run-off from land surface 
◆ Potential for leachate generation and movement of leachate through unsaturated zone
◆ Leachate concentrations exceeding drinking water standards or environmental

quality standards 

Humans

◆ Close proximity to human populations
◆ Potential for exposure to soil (direct or windblown) and consumption of contaminated

foodstuffs 
◆ Human intake exceeding the tolerable daily intake

Ecosystems

◆ Proximity to ecosystems
◆ Exposure pathways and transfer to higher organisms in ecosystem
◆ Ecosystem intake exceeding the no observed effect concentration

For further information on assessing the risks posed by waste soils, reference should be
made methods established for assessing risks associated with contaminated land (see
www.sepa.org.uk/contaminated-land). Relevant information is also contained in the code of
practice ‘Prevention of Environmental Pollution From Agricultural Activity’, published by the
Scottish Executive and available from SEPA. 

Treat the soil to address the risk or take
it to appropriately licensed waste
management facility

Reuse the waste soil where an activity
is registered exempt from waste
management licensing or take it to an
approriately licensed waste management
facility

No

No

Yes

Yes

Does the waste soil present a risk to the
environment and/or human health?

Is the waste soil surplus to requirements?

Soil unlikely to represent waste



Corporate Office
Erskine Court, Castle Business Park, Stirling, FK9 4TR
t: 01786 457700  f: 01786 446885

Aberdeen Office
Greyhope House, Greyhope Road, Torry,
Aberdeen, AB11 9RD
t: 01224 248338   f: 01224 248591

Arbroath Office
62 High Street, Arbroath, DD11 1AW
t: 01241 874370   f: 01241 430695

Ayr Office
31 Miller Road, Ayr KA7 2AX
t: 01292 294000  f: 01292 611130

Dingwall Office
Graesser House, Fodderty Way,
Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, IV15 9XB
t: 01349 862021  f: 01349 863987

Dumfries Office
Rivers House, Irongray Road, Dumfries, DG2 0JE
t: 01387 720502  f: 01387 721154

East Kilbride Office
5 Redwood Crescent, Peel Park,
East Kilbride, G74 5PP

t: 01355 574200  f: 01355 574688

Edinburgh Office
Clearwater House, Heriot Watt Research Park,
Avenue North, Riccarton, Edinburgh EH14 4AP
t: 0131 449 7296  f: 0131 449 7277

Elgin Office
28 Perimeter Road, Pinefield, Elgin IV30 6AF
t: 01343 547663  f: 01343 540884

Fort William Office
Carr’s Corner Industrial Estate, Lochybridge,
Fort William, PH33 6TL
t: 01397 704426  f: 01397 705404

Fraserburgh Office
Shaw House, Mid Street, Fraserburgh, AB43 9JN
t: 01346 510502  f: 01346 515444

Galashiels Office
Burnbrae, Mossilee Road, Galashiels, TD1 1NF
t: 01896 754797  f: 01896 754412

Glasgow Office
Law House, Todd Campus,
West of Scotland Science Park
Maryhill Road, Glasgow, G20 0XA
t: 0141 945 6350  f: 0141 948 0006

Glenrothes Office
Pentland Court, Saltire Centre, Glenrothes, KY6 2DA
t: 01592 776910  f: 01592 775923

Lochgilphead Office
2 Smithy Lane, Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
t: 01546 602876  f: 01546 602337

Newton Stewart Office
Penkiln Bridge Court, Minnigaff,
Newton Stewart, DG8 6AA
t: 01671 402618  f: 01671 404121

Orkney Office
Norlantic House, Scott’s Road,
Hatston Industrial Estate, Kirkwall,
Orkney KW15 1RE
t: 01856 871080  f: 01856 871090

Perth Office
7 Whitefriars Crescent, Perth PH2 0PA
t: 01738 627989  f: 01738 630997

Shetland Office
The Esplanade, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0LL
t: 01595 696926  f: 01595 696946

Stirling Office
Erskine Court, Castle Business Park, Stirling FK9 4TX
t: 01786 461407  f: 01786 461425

Thurso Office
Thurso Business Park, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 7XW
t: 01847 894422  f: 01847 893365

Western Isles Office
2 James Square, James Street, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2QN
t: 01851 706477  f: 01851 703510

April 2002


